Malignant melanoma: the role of radiation therapy revisited.
In a multidisciplinary approach to the treatment of malignant melanoma, the role of radiation therapy is often relegated to one of minor importance. There is a supporting body of scientific literature that shows a relative radioresistance of melanoma when compared with other malignancies. Others have disputed the notion of resistance and have recommended radiation in a number of clinical settings including not only palliation but also in the primary management of melanoma. This article reviews the current and historical literature to better define the current role of radiation in a multidisciplinary approach for cancer management.